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NOTRE DAME CATHEDRAL
Rheims, France

The Rheims Cathedral has served as the
coronation church for the kings of France
from its beginnings. In 498, King Clovis of
the Franks was baptized in an earlier church
here by St. Remi himself, thus allowing
Francia to be a Christian country. This
baptism functioned as a coronation. Later
in 816, the Carolingians first introduced the
coronation ceremony in imitation of the
anointing of David by Samuel. This
happened when Louis the Pious chose the
town of Rheims as an appropriate place to
receive the imperial crown so as to follow
in the footsteps of his illustrious
predecessor for whom he was named -
(C)LOVIS. He thus secured the historical
continuity of the monarchy.
The earliest of the four churches on this
site, St. Nicasius in the Vth Century,
actually incorporated the Roman baths that
preceded it into the Baptistery. This was a
simple Basilican plan church. In the IX
Century, the Archbishops Ebbon and
Hincmar rebuilt the church in a Latin cross
plan. Samson enlarged and altered its

appearance and size in the XIIth Century
into the third church by lengthening the
church with a new west facade and a new
apsidal choir. This burned in 1210 when a
major fire destroyed the town center on
May 6th. One year later to the day,
Archbishop Aubrey de Humbert laid the
cornerstone for what is the present day
church.
No less than four mason-architects were
involved in the design of the cathedral:
Jean d’Orbay (choir and transepts) up to
1228, Jean leLoup (the west front which
rivals that of Amiens) up to 1244, Gaucher
de Reims (the nave from the transept to
the west front) up to 1252, and Bernard de
Soissons up to 1287.
The design of the Cathedral is in the
Lanceolate style that was pioneered at
Chartres, but with much greater refinement
and richer ornamentation. Unfortunately,
political strife and a disastrous fire in 1516
prevented forever the completion of the
full design. The timber falsework had
burned, and funds became extremely short.
It had been intended in the original design
that each of the towers (two on the west,
two on the south, two on the north) were
to have a lance like spire, similar to that of
the southwest tower at Chartres, in their
centers with lesser lance like spires
surrounding them. The crowning glory was
to be a huge lance like spire at the crossing
of the transepts and nave. However, the
power, harmony and proportions of what
is actually constructed is so dominating
that one does not sense or feel that
anything is missing from the composition
of the whole.
The reverse side of the front facade of
Rheims (the interior face) is very unusual.
Every surface that is not a part of the two
rose windows is dedicated to statuary, so
much so that the wall seems to dissolve or
feel as if it were a screen. This repeats the
incredible statuary of the west facade. The
two rose windows are considered to be
the finest of all Gothic churches. With light
from a setting sun, it is a magnificent sight.

In fact all of the stained glass of Rheims is
a marvel.
The plan of the Cathedral has a very wide
nave and even wider choir to accommodate
all of the functionaries involved in the
coronations. This impression of vast space
is defined in the nave by the arcades of
clustered piers which support the shallow
triforium and soaring intersecting vaults
137 feet above the floor. There are flying
buttresses over the single aisles of the
nave and the double aisles of the chevet.
These buttresses demonstrate the thrust
of the vaults and the resolution of the
forces into the columns on the exterior with
the pinnacles above and the expressive
statuary.
The Cathedral was severely damaged,
almost totally destroyed, during the First
World War. What we see today is an
exceptional reconstruction that was paid
for by the Rockefeller Foundation.

DOZENALL SOCIETY

Members of the Dozenal Society of Britain
believe that man counts best in twelves:
12 inches to a foot; 12 dozen per gross
(the origin of the word grocer); 12 hours
on the clock; and 12 x 30 degrees on the
circle. “In the real world, you work in
halves, quarters, and thirds”, says Andrew
Denney of the Dozenall Society, “and you
want things to come out even. With the
system of twelve, you get whole numbers,
with the system of ten, you get fractions.
“Try dividing ten eggs,” Denney
suggested.
Gene Zirkel of the Dozenall Society of
America says “There is not one instance
of any country accepting the metric system
voluntarily, not even the French who
invented it”. The Dozenall Societies are
opposed to metrication and the forcing of
same on the populace by the  government.
Denney says “Do you know that in a few
years, it will be a crime to buy a pound of
potatoes?”.
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MADISON CROSSROADS SCHOOL

Toney, Alabama
The Madison County Board of Education
Billy Broadway, Superintendent

Madison Crossroads School is located just north
of Huntsville close to the Tennessee State line.  All
of North Alabama is experiencing tremendous
population growth and increased school enrollment
had resulted in pressure on the cafeteria and its
staff.  Prior to renovations lunch was served in five
shifts, with the first shift beginning at 10:30 in the
morning.

The cafeteria and kitchen are located in a separate
one story building.  The school site is small and
expansion of the cafeteria was restricted on all sides.
The most efficient use of the small site was critical.

The existing flooring containing asbestos was
removed from the dining area.  The 6,700 Sq. Ft.
existing kitchen and dining areas were completely
renovated and a 1,100 Sq. Ft. breezeway connecting
to the school was enclosed.  3,200 Sq. Ft. were added
to the west side of the building.  The entire facility
was reroofed.

Total building construction and site work cost was $46.33 per Sq. Ft.,
$458,700.00 in 1995.  Existing equipment which was in good working
order remained in the kitchen.  $163,200.00 was spent on replacement of
worn-out and necessary  new foodservice equipment, serving line,
storage and washing equipment and fixtures.

Mechanical Engineer: Cowan Engineering, Inc.
Electrical Engineer: D. Kanter Company
Contractor: R.F. Vandiver Construction Company, Inc.

SCHOOL CAFETERIA AND KITCHEN EXPANSION
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